Special hospitals are nowadays common enough, if indeed not much too common, but a couple of centuries ago only three classes of hospitals were recognised?general, lying-in, and lock hospitals. It was practically as a lying-in hospital that the Middlesex Hospital started its career, but only a year or two later a prescient philanthropist made a large donation to its funds upon certain conditions. These were that a ward should be opened and maintained in which "women afflicted with cancer could be treated and, if neces- 
